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 Why Is ReadIng 
ImpoRtant?

Reading is fundamental 
to functioning in t o d a y ' s society. There are 

many adults who cannot read well enough to understand the 
instructions on a medicine bottle. That is a scary thought - especially for their 

children. Filling out applications becomes impossible w i t h o u t help. Reading road or warning signs is difficult. E v e n 
following a map becomes a chore. Day-to-day activities that many people take for granted become a source of frustration, anger and fear. Reading is a vital skill 
in finding a good job. Many well-paying jobs require reading as a part of job performance. There are reports and memos which must be read and responded to. Poor 
reading skills increases the amount of time it takes to absorb and react in the workplace. A person is limited in what they can accomplish without good reading and 
comprehension skills. Reading is important because it develops the mind. The mind is a muscle. It needs exercise. Understanding the written word is one way the 
mind grows in its ability. Teaching young children to read helps them develop their language skills. It also helps them learn to listen. Everybody wants to talk, but 
few can really listen. Lack of listening skills can result in major misunderstandings which can lead to job loss, marriage breakup, and other disasters - small and great. 
Reading helps children [and adults] focus on what someone else is communicating. Why is reading important? It is how we discover new things. Books, magazines 
and even the Internet are great learning tools which require the ability to read and understand what is read. A person who knows how to read can educate themselves in 
any area of life they are interested in. We live in an age where we overflow with information, but reading is the main way to take advantage of it. Reading develops 
the imagination. TV and computer games have their place, but they are more like amusement. Amusement comes from two words "a" [non] and "muse" [think]. 
Amusement is non-thinking activities. With reading, a person can go anywhere in the world...or even out of it! They can be a king, or an adventurer, or a princess, 
or... The possibilities are endless. Non-readers never experience these joys to the same extent.. In line with the above, reading develops the creative side of people. 
When reading to children, stop every once in awhile and ask them what they think is going to happen next. Get them thinking about the story. When it is finished, ask 
if they could think of a better ending or anything that would have improved it. If they really liked the story, encourage them to illustrate it with their own drawings or 

to make up a different story with the same characters. 

2018Fall Publication design , Bayan College, Affiliated with Purdue University Northwest, USA


